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Excessive Fluorides

Damaging amounts ol
Auoride have bican foumd in
frees and beush more 2.2 10
miles from the &uscoude
Aluminum Co, plant, primar.
ity north and eas? of Coium.
bia Falls,

This nformation is  con-
tained in a release by Supv,
J M. Pomajevich of Flathead
‘National Forest.

. Bxcessive fluorine was found

‘in a second set of samples cal-

dected in Novemher, 1969 and
analvzed by the Wisconsin Re-
'search Foundation, Madison,

‘Wis,, a wa'!»rewgnl ed labora-

5tn.'y.

| Pomajevich noted that the

! fluoride daiiage study i3 un-
| der direction of Clinton E.
‘C&l‘l&bﬂ plent pathologist, and
, Jeraid £, Dewey, entomologist,
Jubo are attached to the U.S.
Farest Service regional forest
" ingeet and disease branch, Mis-
souls.

First samples were collected

| in the Columbia Falls area in
| June, 1969,

US. Forest Service reporis
| show that vegetation in the
' vicinity of Columbia Fails ex.
! hibits blight symptoms. Die.
" back of tcrminal poriions of
i teees and slaubs contribate to

an enduring increpsing brown-

ish appearance m the forcsied -

flatltands and mouniainous
area near Columbia  Falls,
Qver 3,000 acre: of natignal
foresi land appears o he af-
fected.

Yomajevich added that the

I study waich started Junc, 1968

includes national foresi and na-
tional park lands within 10
miles of Coluimbia Falls. Twe
plots have bean established 30
miies west and 30 miles south

of Columbla Kalls to serve as
control plots for comparison

with fiudings closer o the ity,
“The study will consisi of
two phases,” Pomajevich ey-
plaincd, “'U'he pathoiogical
phase will ‘nvestipnle tuoride
damoge fe irees and puzsitle
arsotied disease outbrenks,
Shrubz, grasses and peretudal
herhs will also be stidied be-
canse of their ‘rapurtenee in
the food chaiy fure weldlife zad
possible importance of their
loss ¢ watershed values
The forest superviser eon-
timied. “An eatomoloegical
study will evaluate changes in
the forest- inseci populations
and jlsoride accumulation in
insects. If fluorine is found in

insect tissuss, imury may fi
sult in Dirds, fish and mawm-
mals that feed upan  these
insects. Also;, many tre-s are
much more susceptible to in-
sect atiack when thev are in
a woeakened eondition,™

He concluded: “Complete

sampling of trecs, shrubs,

grass and insectz will be done
in Apri}, Juns, July and Oc.
tober of 1970. A partial sanipi-
ing wili be conducied in July,
1971. Reso'ts of the chenucal
analysis of foliage anv’ inseet
sarnples are expecieu to he
availabl~ the fall of 10717
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